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By R. Francis Blakeney 
Layout Editor
"I was crying because I 
was happy/' exclaimed Regina 
Johnson, the recipient of a 
home built by the Emory- 
Morehouse Partnership and 
Habitat for Humanity.
On Saturday, March 23, 
President Massey, along with 
students, faculty and 
administrators from Emory 
and Morehouse, gathered to 
dedicate Johnson's home 
located at 1318 Dorsey Street 
in Southwest Atlanta.
President Massey made 
opening remarks after Adam 
Rothwell from Habitat for 
Humanity gave the welcome. 
But it was Reverend Willie 
Rogers' prayer of dedication 
and an inspiring rendition of 
"Lift Ev'ry Voice and Sing" by 
Promise, a Morehouse quintet, 
that brought tears to Johnson's 
eyes.
After being introduced by 
Jacqueline Miles, Assistant 
Director of the Office of 
Community Service at 
Morehouse, Johnson was
showered with several gifts 
including the keys to the home 
from Pete Daniel, a member of 
the Board of Directors of 
Habitat for Humanity, and 
students from both 
institutions. Johnson's 
response was a simple and 
elegant "Thank you." 
Reminding us that without a 
vision the people perish, Bobbi 
Patterson, Assistant Professor 
of Religion at Emory closed 
the program.
Founded in 1976 by 
Millard and Linda Fuller, 
Habitat for Humanity came to 
the attention of the public after 
receiving support from former 
President Jimmy Carter and 
his wife, Rosalyn. Armed with 
the mission of creating 
partnerships to construct and 
sell affordable houses, Habitat 
for Humanity's ultimate goal 
is to provide housing for 
individuals who reside in a 
particular Habitat zone (such 
as Habitat for Atlanta), 
demonstrate a need for better 
housing, are gainfully 
employed with a minimum 
monthly income of nine
hundred dollars and a newly-built house, Johnson 
maximum of twelve hundred, said "I never thought it was
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Dr. and Mrs. Massey welcome Regina Johnson and her family to their 
new home in Southwest Atlanta. The Habitat for Humanity house 
was built by students from Morehouse College and Emory University 
in a joint effort.
have a family consisting of at 
least three members and a 
good credit record. In 
addition, families must be 
willing to put in a minimum 
of a hundred and fifty hours 
of work on a Habitat home.
When asked about her
possible, but when I saw the 
volunteers working. . .1 knew 
it was now possible." For eight 
consecutive weeks, the Emory 
and Morehouse communities 
have been coming together on 
Saturdays to build the Habitat 
Continued on page 3
Medu Bookstore: Proving 
the Power of Our Words
By Rodney Gabriel 
Staff Writer
When Nia Damali was a 
college student working at 
Hakim's Bookstore and self- 
publishing her own volumes 
of poetry, she had absolutely 
no intention of running her 
own bookstore. In fact, the 
idea did not appeal to her until 
a few years after she graduated 
from Clark College in 1985, 
and traveled extensively to 
Egypt, Ethiopia, and Kenya.
Selling books out of her 
home, and later joining a 
business partnership which 
eventually dissolved over the 
years, Damali drew all her 
resources together and opened 
Medu Bookstore in 1992 in 
southwest Atlanta's
Greenbriar Mall. Today, the 
store sits in 1300 square feet of 
retail space, offering the latest 
in hardcover and paperback 
fiction and non-fiction, 
audiobooks, video cassettes,
postcards, greeting cards, 
calendars, and figurines.
"Medu," Damali explains, 
"means 'the power of the 
word.' It's an ancient Kemetic 
word."
"Being in business is a 
challenge itself, and being able 
to stay in business is a 
blessing," claims Damali. She 
constantly finds herself with 
issues of Publishers Weekly in 
tow, and on the phone in direct 
dialogue with various 
publishers, publicists, and 
distributors to get copies of the 
bestsellers on her shelves first. 
At times, that can mean 
ordering forthcoming works 
nearly six months before 
publication date. "That's my 
challenge — to come here, 
have the store stocked, and be 
able to have what the 
customers need before they 
say, 'Well, B. Dalton has this.'"
With the predominance of 
major chains like Barnes &
Continued on page 6
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Announcements
OPPORTUNITIES
Americorps is looking for 1000 self motivated individuals 
to work at the different Olympic and Paralympic venues 
between June 3 and August 31. Participants will earn a $170/ 
week living allowance, as well a $1000 educational award . 
For more information, call Americorps: Team for the Games 
at 548-2285 or 548-2288.
ACHIEVEMENTS
George Kieh, Associate Professor of Political Science, and 
Daniel Klenbort, Professor of History, have been selected 
Presidential Fellows for the prestigious Salzburg Program 
at Schloss Leopoldskron in Salzburg, Austria. Both the 
admission to the program and appointments to presidential 
fellowships are competitive, with applicants nominated by 
their respective institutions and then evaluated by a 
committee of the Salzburg Program.
Fabian Nabangi, Associate Professor of Accounting, has 
been selected for inclusion in the 1996 edition of WHO'S 
WHO AMONG AMERICA'S TEACHERS. The book 
recognizes a select 5 percent of the nation's teachers. Only 
college students who have been cited themselves in WHO’S 
WHO or THE NATIONAL'S DEAN LIST are invited to 
nominate one teacher from their entire academic experience.
HAPPENINGS
The newly completed 5,700-seat Morehouse College 
Olympic Basketball Arena will host its first game April 6 
at 1 p.m. The exhibition game between the USA Women's 
National Team and a team of Collegiate All-Americans will 
be televised live on ABC. Acting Director of Admissions, 
Andre Patillo, will be one of the referees for the game. 
Discounted tickets for the event are now available from 
Gloster Hall Room 200.
The Cathedral of the Holy Spirit will present Grammy- 
winning gospel great Tramaine Hawkins in concert on Easter 
Sunday, April 7, at 6 p.m. She will also be a featured singer 
during the 10 a.m. Easter morning service at the Cathedral. 
Parking and admission are free. The Cathedral is located at 
4650 Flat Shoals Parkway. For information, call 243-5020.
The Department of Economics and Business Administration 
will offer free tax preparation assistance every Saturday 
through April 13, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in Wheeler Hall. 
Students may drop off their tax packets during the week 
and pick them up on Saturdays. For more information, 
contact Dr. Nabangi at 215-2619.
The Morehouse Auxiliary will sponsor a Book and Bake 
Sale on April 19, to raise money for its Endowed 
Scholarships. Faculty and staff are asked to support the 
effort by contributing homemade items for the bake sale. 
For more information, contact Mrs. Tobin at 799-5130 or Mrs. 
McMillan at 215-2611.
As part of its 20th anniversary celebrations, Gourmet 
Services, Inc. has established the Mary E. Goldston 
Foundation. The Foundation, named after Chairman and 
CEO Nathaniel Goldston's mother, will provide scholarships 
to deserving African American students attending 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities. For more 
information, contact Yvonne Garrett at 876-5700.
The New G.A.N.G. on the Block
By Lee Miller 
Acting Campus News Editor
"The purpose of G.A.N.G 
is to get to know God and how 
to serve God now," explained 
Jamie Ayers, a co-founding 
member of God's Anointed 
New Generation (G.A.N.G.), a 
newly-formed Bible study 
group at Morehouse.
The group, which started 
as an idea in 1993, has since 
grown to 28 members from 
across the AUC and the Atlanta 
area.
"G.A.N.G. was formed 
because I was not satisfied with 
the other religious Bible 
organizations," said co­
founder David Price, a Junior 
English major. "I wanted 
something that would be free 
from other stereotypical 
groups."
Since the organization's 
chartering in Fall 1995, the 
group has been involved in 
several activities. One of the 
activities was a forum they 
sponsored in November called 
"Unity Night." The forum 
starred speaker Pastor Collete 
Gunby, a senior pastor at the 
Green Pasture Ministries, and 
was the group's first real 
publicly sponsored event.
Another one of G.A.N.G.'s
An Overview of the Revised Residence Hall Competitions
By Andrew McCaskill 
Staff Writer
With almost 1,300 on- 
campus students, the first 
week of Spring will find 
Morehouse men deeply 
involved in the Annual 
Residence Hall Competitions. 
The program, a series of 
friendly competitions between 
each of the residence halls on 
campus, centers around four 
basic principles: academics, 
brotherhood, spirituality, and 
athletics. The winning 
dormitory will have its name 
permanently inscribed on the 
Residence Hall Competition 
plaque and a Championship T- 
shirt.
The purpose of the 
program, as established hy the 
Office of Housing and 
Residential Life, is to promote 
brotherhood and out-of­
classroom learning. The 
competitions encompass a 
myriad of events, ranging from 
an oratorical contest and 
religious trivia to flag football 
and spades. The Residential
projects is a newsletter, written 
by the members of the group 
about a particular theme, such 
as praise and worship. 
Although only one newsletter
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God's Anointed New Generation, a newly-chartered Bible group, 
meets on campus every Thursday at 7:30 p.m. in Sale Room 105.
has been printed so far, the 
organization has learned that 
copies of the newsletter have 
gone across the country from 
New York to California and 
even to London. Futhermore, 
on the strength of the 
newsletter, the group was 
offered an all-expense paid trip 
to England by a woman who 
was interested in the
Life staff has created a point 
system to determine the 
winning dormitory.
Until this year, the 
competitions were a week-long 
event, but with the addition of 
new events and changes made 
to the competition, the 
program now extends from 
March 25 to April 12. Soccer is 
one of the newly added events 
to the competitions.
This will also be the first 
year with no basketball. In the 
past, student interest for 
basketball had been so intense 
that it overshadowed other 
events. This year, there will be 
a separate basketball 
tournament later in the 
semester. Die hard basketball 
lovers can, however, compete 
in the SEGA-"NBA LIVE '96" 
event.
A new change to this 
year's event will be the return 
of the decathlon, which will 
include events from a football 
throw to Morehouse trivia. 
"Some events have come and 
gone, but we try to make it 
fresh and keep it updated,"
organization.
The members claim that
since the founding of 
G.A.N.G., their lives have 
changed for the better. James
Devins, a Junior Computer 
Science major, remarked, 
"[G.A.N.G.] is the reason for 
me being saved. [It] guides me 
closer to God." Regina Gunter, 
a Senior Biology major at 
Spelman and the Praise & 
Worship Leader, said that she 
was "attracted [to G.A.N.G.] 
because [she] felt peace and 
brotherly love."
remarked Merlin Todd, 
Director of Office of Housing 
& Residential Life, and 
originator of Residence Hall 
Week.
Over the next few weeks, 
Resident Assistants will post 
signs to recruit players, design 
strategies, and train their 
residents for the rigorous 
competitions. Each hall is 
asked to have a participating 
team in each of the events, and 
the competition rules and 
structure will be similar to 
those of the house contests. 
One RA remarked that this is 
usually a problem for the 
upperclassmen dorms, 
because "upperclassmen are 
usually doing their own things, 
and freshmen tend to be more 
energetic about dorm unity." 
For the past seven years, 
freshman residence halls have 
won the competition.
This year, the winning 
dormitory will be announced 
on Friday, April 12, at the end 





Imhotep Lecture: Thinking Big with Dr. Ben Carson
By Rodney Gabriel 
Staff Writer
To begin the inaugural 
session of the newly-created 
Imhotep Lectures, the Office 
of Health Professions and 
Freshman Studies presented 
Dr. Benjamin Carson as its 
featured speaker on March 25 
in Sale Hall. Carson, the 
director of pediatric 
neurosurgery at Johns 
Hopkins University in 
Baltimore, MD, is mostly 
widely known for heading the 
70-member team of surgeons 
who, in 1987, successfully 
separated a seven-month-old 
pair of German, Siamese twins 
joined at the head. He is also 
the best-selling co-author of 
"Gifted Hands" and "Think 
Big-"
Despite the rigors of his 
hectic schedule, Carson 
shared his personal story of 
achievement with a number 
of attentive and aspiring
health professionals and 
admirers.
Thinking back to his 
childhood, Carson recalled 
sitting in a hospital and 
listening to a nurse page an 
attending physician over the 
P.A. system. "I would just 
imagine that one day they were 
going to be saying, zDr. Carson. 
Dr. Carson, to the operating 
room.' But of course, 
nowadays, we have beepers so 
I still don't get to hear it," he 
remarked jokingly.
However, reaching the 
O. R. was not so easy for 
Carson. Raised by a single 
mother working two to three 
jobs at a time, he painstakingly 
struggled from the bottom of 
the class to the top, but was 
unable to escape the 
unwarranted criticism of his 
peers.
"They would call me nerd, 
Poindexter, Uncle Tom, and all 
the manner of things and say 
that I was trying to be white,"
he commented. "But I would place greater emphasis on 








reinforced in the media, 
both white and Black.
"When was the last 
time you saw, on the 
front of Jet or Ebony, a 
Black intellectual 
person?" he asked.
"You see sports stars 
and entertainers — and 
that's not to say they 
cannot be intellectual.
But there is so much 
more to our society 
than that. We have 
Black people who are 
nuclear physicists.
Nobody knows who 
they are."
Dr. Carson maintained 
that all too often, young Blacks
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Noted neurosurgeon, Ben Carson, delivers 
an inspiring message to a nearly standing 
room only audience of students, faculties 
and staffs of AUC institutions.
giving no thought toward the 
past accomplishments of their
ancestors who have built this 
nation. Furthermore, Carson 
provided insight into why so 
many Blacks do not encourage 
each other to succeed.
"Once you get rid of those
"They would call me 
nerd, Poindexter, 
Uncle Tom ... But I
would say to them: If 
being smart is being 
white, then 
what's being Black?"
barriers which precluded us for 
so long, the only other barriers 
are mental barriers," Carson 
contended. "And if we learn 
to think big, I think we'll be 
greatest people the world has 
ever known."
Spring Break Film Festival: Nine 
Days of the Best of Black Cinema Habitat Home Dedicated
By Saeed Ahmed 
General Manager
"Every year, I look for 
opportunities to do 
something that appeals to the 
students, and I thought this 
would be a good idea for 
the students who were 













Grayson and funded by a 
Student Government 
Association programming 
grant, the nine-day 45-movie 
marathon highlighted the best 
of African-American cinema, 
and drew over 400 viewers 
during its run in Sale Hall this 
Spring Break.
"Originally I had planned 
to do a film fest later on 
during the semester, but when 
looking at the activity 
calendar, there was so much 
going on, that the holidays 
turned out to be the only 
perfect time for an 
uninterrupted run of films," 
Grayson said of his decision
to screen the festival at a time 
when few students are on 
campus.
The nearly hundred hours 
of "Cinematique Noir" 
ran the gamut of 











"Guess Who's Coming 
to Dinner?" shared screen time 
with Blaxploitation films like 
"Shaft" and recent pieces, such 
as "Sankofa" and this year's 
"Cry, the Beloved Country."
"The hardest part was 
deciding which movies to 
show," admitted Grayson. 
"Even though the number of 
majority to minority made 
films hardly compares, there 
were still so many outstanding
products."
"While I was choosing the 
films, I realized that an event 
like this can be planned on a 
very regular basis," he pointed 
out. "I still have enough good 
stuff for a part 2,3, and 4 !"
Judging by the student 
response to "Cinematique 
Noir," Grayson should start 
planning now. Festival-goers, 
who were asked to complete a 
survey at the end of each day's 
screenings, had only praises 
for Grayson's efforts.
Tommy Brewer I I, a 
Sophomore Business 
Administration major 
at Morehouse, called 
the festival "not only 
entertaining but
educational," while Kasia 
Lewinska, a Freshman Theater 
major at Clark-Atlanta 
University, said, "It was an 
event that allowed us to enjoy 
the hard-to-find masterpieces 
which are often
overshadowed by major 
Hollywood productions."
"If I was able to expose 
just a few people to some 
quality films by, for, and about 
us, I think my goal is 
complete," said Grayson about 
his efforts. " I think it was a 
great start to a magnificent 
idea. "
"Stay tuned for 
'Cinematique Noir : Part 
Deux' ! " he concluded.
Continued from page 1
home tor Johnson. Miles, 
Assistant Director of 
Morehouse C ommunity 
Service, believed that "this 
project symbolizes 
Morehouse's commitment 
to doing positive 
community work." For a 
school said to have strained 
relations with the 
community, this type of 
project is a "welcomebreath 
of fresh air," she said.
Sophomore Business major, 
felt "that the Morehouse 
participation in the projer t 
was very commendable" 
and he was glad that he 
played a part "not only in 
the planning but the actual 
building as well."
Rod Gary’, Manager of 
Facilities at Emory stated 
that this partnership "was 
another link in the eham 
which allowed students to 
do community service, 
appreciate the things they 
have and create 
relationships withExercise Your Righ
VOTE on April 9 
in Mays Kali Lounge
Morehouse students."
Later this year. Emory 
and Morehouse will host a 
Sponsors Appreciation 
Breakfast and Habitation 
Sere ice respeetn ely to 
culminate the 1001 lomesfor 
Atlanta Project. President 
Massey commented, "1 see it 
3$ a beginning, of a 
partnership with Emory not 
only in this aspect hut in the 
academic arena also."
The Habitat I louse lor 
Regina Johnson was made 
possible by the generous 
support of the following 
sponsors: Hanes-Sara LeeT- 
shirts, A&P, Kroger, Mrs. 
Winners, St. I ouis Bread 
Company, Blimpie, Philly 
(. onnection, Checkers. Pizza 
Hut. Dunkin' Donuts, and 
Gourmet Services
Incorporated. Among the 
Morehouse student
organizations that donated 
money to the project were 
Flic Maroon liger, the 










Saturday, April 13,1996 
8:00 pm and 10:00 pm
Martin Luther King Jr. 
International Chapel 
830 Westview Drive, SW 
Atlanta, Georgia






Kieh Set to Resign as Center for 
International Studies Director
By Jesse Barnes 
Associate Editor
After serving for three 
years as Director of the Center 
for International Studies, Dr. 
George Kieh will resign from 
his position, effective July 1, 
1996. Among other factors, Dr. 
Kieh claimed an inability to 
choose his own staff as one of 
the reasons for his departure.
Although his decision to 
resign is an "agonizing one," 
Dr. Kieh pointed out a number 
of broken promises by the 
administration that forced him 
to call it quits. First, the 
administration promised to 
provide seed money for the 
program. According to Dr. 
Kieh, $60,000 was planned for 
the center but only $8,000 was 
provided. The program was 
also promised basic 
equipment, such as xerox 
machines and fax machines, 
which the Center never 
received.
"Needless confusion" in 
the Political Science 
Department was yet another
reason for his resignation, Dr. 
Kieh explained. "As far back 
as April 1993, the International 
Studies major was supposed to 
be transferred [to the Center]." 
To date, the major remains a 
part of the Political Science 
Department.
Dr. Kieh's fourth 
contention was a restructuring 
plan that he submitted to the 
administration in order to 
rectify the problems he was 
facing within the center. The 
plan was "neither approved 
nor rejected," Kieh said. "In 
my discussion with people in 
the administration, I got the 
impression that the plan 
would not be approved," he 
said. "The plan was very 
critical because ... [it] was to 
address the age old tension on 
the Center's administration's 
staff by bringing in personnel 
who shared the Center's 
Director's vision at 
Morehouse."
According to Dr. Kieh, the 
problems he encountered with 
the Center actually began 
before he came to Morehouse
in August 1993. Prior to that 
date, Morehouse had a series 
of study abroad and separate 
international student's offices. 
Former President Leroy Keith 
invited Kieh to lead a new 
program that would 
incorporate all of the various 
international sections at 
Morehouse, and called it the 
Center for International 
Studies. Dr. Kieh stipulated 
then that he wanted the 
freedom to choose his staff, 
which never was granted.
"Key appointments had 
already been made, violating 
an agreement to consult with 
me first," claimed Dr. Kieh, 
"and the staff was halfway 
completed." He said that 
despite this, he tried to deal 
with the issue, but increasingly 
felt that some individuals were 
more accountable to the 
administration than to him.
The decision of who will 
now direct the Center for 
International Studies has yet to 
be determined. "I have 
deliberately tried to stay out of 
the process of choosing my
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Effective July 1, Dr. Kieh will resign as Director of the Center for 
International Studies, citing a lack of autonomy as one of the many 
reasons for his decision.
successor," Dr. Kieh said. "[It 
is] clearly left to the 
administration."
Dr. Kieh expressed his 
hope that the Center will 
succeed, and he plans to return
to the Department of Political 
Science to resume 
responsibilities as a full-time 
Associate Professor, teaching 
and pursuing active research.
Dr. Mandela Enlightens Morehouse on Changes in South Africa
By Omar Bowles 
Staff Writer
Dr. Makaziwe Mandela, 
Affirmative Action and Equal 
Opportunity Adviser for the 
University of Witwatesrand in 
Johannesburg and daughter of 
South African President 
Nelson Mandela, was the 
special guest lecturer at a 
public dialogue held in Sale 
Hall Chapel on March 19. The 
session entitled, "Current 
Transitions in South Africa," 
dealt with the structural 
changes in the country.
Throughout the session, 
Dr. Mandela emphasized that 
although the oppressive 
structure of apartheid has been 
dismantled in South Africa, 
the region still has some way 
to go before it is truly free.
"We can't believe [that] 
because we have the political 
power, we are a free people, " 
said Dr. Mandela. "What 
counts is economic power and 
knowledge of science and 
technology. [Right now] 
economic structure is solely 
within white hands."
Dr. Mandela reassured the 
audience that Blacks in South 
Africa are doing all they can to
meet the challenges under the 
extreme conditions they are 
still facing. She frequently
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Dr. Mandela opens minds to Affirmative Action and the everchanging 
political landscape of South Africa in the post-Apartheid Era.
reiterated the need for higher 
education to be readily 
available to Blacks in her
country. She feels that the 
government should pay for 
education when it cannot be
financially accessible to most 
Blacks, and that the Board of 
Trustees at these colleges
should reflect the 
demographics of the country.
Ironically, the dialogue 
revealed that Blacks in both 
South Africa and America are 
dealing with many of the same 
basic issues. For example, 
Blacks in both countries are 
steadily moving out of poorer
"We can't believe [that] because we have 
the political power, we are a free people, " 
said Dr. Mandela. "What counts is 
economic power and knowledge of science 
and technology. [Right now] economic 
structure is solely within white hands."
areas. Dr. Mandela called this 
"Black flight" and said, "Race 
is quickly being replaced by 
class in South Africa."
Another link between the 
two different countries is the 
existence of young Black males 
who hinder progress in their 
community. "We also have a 
young population of Black 
men who are disillusioned and 
disempowered," Dr. Mandela 
expressed.
Before the dialogue came
to a close, Dr. Mandela 
touched upon issues 
concerning land, attitudes, 
affirmative action and women 
in her country.
In response to a question 
about the recent visit by 
Farrakhan to South Africa, Dr. 
Mandela said, "The President's
[Mandela's] policy is that he 
will see anybody who will see 
him, and express to him his 
own views on race matters." 
She further said that although 
Farrakhan visited a number of 
schools and mosques, "there's 
nothing that we saw that 
Farrakhan had to offer because 
the visit was too short."
Dr. Mandela's stay at 
Morehouse concluded with a 
luncheon thrown in her honor 




Senator Bob Dole Surges to the GOP Nomination
By C. Reynard Hardiman 
W & L News Editor
"We are fighting for the 
heart and soul of the 
Republican party," exclaimed 
an emphatic Bob Dole to a 
crowd of over two thousand of 
his supporters in Washington, 
DC, after his clean sweep of all 
midwestern primaries late last 
month. Dole has now 
wrapped up the GOP 
nomination.
With Dole becoming the 
clear choice for the Republican 
candidate, two of his 
colleagues have dropped out 
of the race, and have
Political analysts believe that the 
Buchanan express will not be able 
to stop the powerful Republican 
insiders backing Senator Dole.
expressed support for him.
The first, former governor 
of Tennessee Lamar Alexander 
withdrew after his poor 
showing in several Southern 
states.
"I have no regrets of 
entering this race and still feel 
that I am the best man for the 
Republican party,"
Medu: Proving the 
Power of the Word
Continued from 1
Noble and WaldenBooks, 
Damali admits, "I don't worry 
too much about the large chain 
book stores because I 
understand we're small. . . 
Now that large chains are 
starting to recognize that 
African American people are 
reading books, they're trying 
to beat us by getting the black 
authors [on tour] before us."
Nonetheless, those odds 
have not stopped Medu, 
which has received a number 
of A-list authors from the black 
literati, namely Walter 
Moseley, Tina McElroy Ansa, 
E. Lynn Harris, Bebe Moore 
Campbell, Susan L. Taylor, 
Nathan McCall, and Dr. Haki 
Madhubuti, among a host of 
others, through the annual 
National Black Arts Festival.
"There are so many 
writers now, besides Toni 
Morrison and Alice Walker, 
and those who have been out 
there for years," Damali 
maintains. "For whatever 
reasons, they [the publishing
commented Alexander. "But 
the party did not think so; that 
is why I am stepping down to 
help my colleague Dole beat 
[President] Clinton."
Steve Forbes, billionaire 
magazine mogul, dropped out 
of the race on March 14, stating 
that he would eliminate 
himself from the campaign 
trail, so that "Senator Dole 
could focus on the real 
problem -- President Clinton." 
Although Forbes was able to 
win the Arizona and Delaware 
primaries, many insiders 
believe that he quit the race 
because of his disappointing 
ratings in the polls. His loss
was particularly devasting in 
the New York primary, where 
he spent an estimated $20 
million dollars in television 
attack ads on his opponents.
Forbes stated in humor, "I 
think that it is time for me to 
step down for my party's sake 
and my children's sake." 
Although he is out the race,
George Crawford/STAFF
Medu Bookstore, located in Greenbriar Mall, is owned bp ADC 
alumna, Nia Damali, and focuses on African American books.
houses] said, 'Blacks don't 
read' and tossed their 
manuscripts. But now they're 
looking for the material. 
Believe me, Terry McMillan 
has made a lot of money [in 
this business], and more 
importantly, they've made a 
lot of money off Terry."
"My goal is to really make 
Medu Bookstore into an 
educational center, where we 
can come study, see authors, 
along with purchasing of 
books," Damali continues. "I 
just want it to be an 
information center. I want, at






vowing to stay 






















Buchanan has publicly 
told the Republican 
establishment that if Dole 
chooses former Joint Chief-of- 
Staff Colin Powell as a 
running mate, he will leave 
the party with his delegates to 
start an independent ticket. 
Furthermore, he has stated 
that he will not endorse Dole 
until after the Republican 
convention.
some point, to be able to 
create a coffee house within 
the store or [possibly] a Medu 
Bookstore on wheels for the 
people who can't get here."
"I got into this business 
because I'm a writer myself 
. . . It's that exchange of 
knowledge," says the author/ 
poet. "Knowledge is really 
important and powerful. We 
can't do anything without it. 
But you've got to look and 
decipher what's between 
those pages, and move 
forward."
However, the National 
Republican Committee and
Bob Dole, seen with his daughter Robin, wife Elizabeth and Newt Gingrich, hopes to 
win the GOP nomination for President.
other Republican leaders 
have rebuked Buchanan's 
comments. "Mr. Buchanan is 
trying to bully the Republican 
Party into bowing to his every 
threat and command, and we 
will not back down," said 
Speaker Newt Gingrich.
Although Dole and the 
Republicans are now ready to 
focus on President Clinton, 
many analysts believe that his 
opponent's negative
Olympic' 96 Watch
Olympic Safety Concerns Resurface
By R. Nathaniel Trice 
Staff Writer
How safe will spectators 
be, sitting in an Olympic 
venue this summer?
Construction experts 
expect they will feel much 
more secure than they did two 
weeks ago, after a beam fell 
from the roof of the Georgia 
Tech Aquatic Center. 
Although the reason for that 
collapse have not been 
determined, new designs and 
extra reinforcements, 
combined with time, usually 
restore public confidence in 
high-profile facilities.
"A lot of people are 
hoping the buildings are safe, 
and a lot of [construction 
workers] are responsible for 
them being safe," said 
Norman Koplon, Director of 
Atlanta's Bureau of Buildings. 
"Right now, there's a gap in 
the perception between the 
first group and the second."
campaign ads and his own 
"lack-luster" performance
during the Republican 
Response to the President's 
State of the Union Address has 
all but washed up Dole's 
chances. The latest Mason- 
Dixie poll shows Dole as a 30- 
point underdog to President 
Clinton.
Although Dole has been 
counted out early by many polls 
and analysts, he stated 
confidently, "I've just begun to 
fight."
The past year has not 
inspired confidence in Olympic 
venues. The Tech accident 
occurred two days short of the 
one-year anniversary of the 
collapse of an Olympic stadium 
light tower that killed a worker. 
Last summer, builders 
discovered that dormitories 
built for the Olympic Village 
were sinking as much as 
thirteen inches.
Olympic builders say, 
"Construction errors happens." 
When this occurs, they feel 
unfairly scrutinized with the 
international spotlight shining 
on every mistake.
"On the whole, we have a 
good safety record," said 
Williams J. Moss, Managing 
Director of Olympic 
construction. "We have 
problems, but they are not 
unusual for the size of our 
program. [Only a] couple of 
incidents are focused on, and no 
one talks about the other 99.999 






MEXICO CITY — The world’s largest metropolis is sinking up 
to four inches every year, a National Research Council study 
reported. The sinking, an average of 22 feet in 60 years, is a by­
product of one of Mexico City’s most dire environmental problem
— water supply. As billions of gallons of water are pumped from 
underground aquifers yearly, they are drained, sinking the city.
NATION
LOS ANGELES — Erik and Lyle Menendez were convicted 
of first-degree murder March 20,1996 in the shot-gun slaying 
of their millionaire parents. The jury rejected the defense 
claim that the brothers murdered their parents after years 
of sexual abuse, believing instead that the killings were an 
attempt to gain control of the family's $14 million fortune.
WASHINGTON — The House voted March 20,1996, to let 
states deny free public education to children of illegal aliens. 
The 257-163 vote reverses the 1982 Supreme Court ruling, 
which stated that all children, regardless of their legal status, 
are entitled to free public education.
WASHINGTON — The 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
struck down an admission policy at the University of Texas 
law school giving preference to minorities as a violation of 
the Constitution's equal protection guarantee. The Court 
ruled in favor of four white students who were denied 
admission to the school. The ruling is the first major "reverse 
discrimination" decision since the Supreme Court restricted 
affirmative action last June.
INDIANA — A study released by Purdue University concludes 
that cows respond well to the sound of Mozart, and show their 
appreciation by producing more milk. A Mozart melody in the 
manger resulted in “substantially more milk,” said the Purdue 
experts who carried out the study. To test their theory, the scientists 
then played songs by the rock group Kiss. The cows mooed in 
disapproval and milk production declined.
LOCAL
ATLANTA - After a nationwide competitive proposal 
process last Fall, Morehouse College received a grant from 
the U.S. Department of Defense totaling more than $6.7 
million. The award will be used toward establishing a 
Center for Excellence in Science, Mathematics and 
Engineering Education.
ATLANTA - Georgianne Thomas, a graduate of Spelman 
College and a doctoral student at Clark-Atlanta University 
has announced her candidacy for the Georgia State Senate.
ATLANTA - Dr. Thomas W. Cole, Jr. and Mr. James Paschal, 
co-owner of Paschal's Restaurant and Motor Hotel, recently 
announced that Clark-Atlanta University has acquired the 
restaurant, motel and accompanying facilities, which will 
now be used for housing and other university activities.
SCIENCE BYTE
Non-traditional Malpractice?
Medical schools around the country now offer courses in 
acupuncture, homeopathy, guided imagery and other forms of 
nontraditional medicine, These therapies, known as 
complementary medicine to the political savvy, have caused much 
division in the medical community. But when a 1990 study 
purported that one-third of Americans sought non-conventional 
health care — spending about $13.7 billion on these techniques
— the medical industry began taking steps to make the non­
traditional more mainstream.
Dublane School Returns to
“Normalcy” after a Bloody Massacre
By Bryan N. Cambrice 
Contributing Writer
Still struggling to cope 
from shock, students at 
Dunblane Primary 
returned to school a 
full week and a half 
after a madman 
brutally opened fire in 
a classroom on March 
13. Classes lasted only 




burst in the school's 
gymnasium at 9:25 
a.m. with four 
handguns, two 9mm 
automatics and two 
.357 magnum
revolvers. He killed 16 
children, the teacher, 
Gwenne Mayor, who 
tried to shield the 
students, and later, 
himself. According to 
angry letters he sent to 
local news
organizations the morning of 
the shooting, his motive was 
to strike back at the town that 
labeled him a pervert.
As the children returned 
to school, most parents and 
students were still recovering 
from the memories of the 
massacre's dead and 
wounded.
"As you can imagine, this 
has been a long dark week full 
of tears," said Headmaster 
Ron Taylor. " Dunblane is still 
mourning. However, the evil
By Louis Clotman
Acting Editor-In-Chief
As quickly as the situation 
escalated into an international 
problem, it dissipated again. 
Two weeks ago, in another 
round of "military exercises," 
China launched a series of 
medium-range missiles 
dangerously close to the 
Taiwan coast.
China, which has been 
conducting wargames near 
Taiwan to intimidate the 
island it regards as a renegade 
province, believes its President 
Lee Teng-hui is bent on 
seeking independence. Lee
that came last week has gone."
"The children return to 
school today and this is a very 
important day for us because 
it marks the beginning of our
Photo Courtesy of NewsWeek
A photo of Gwenne Mayor's class in happier times. Mayor and 16 of her 
students lost their lives at the hands of gunman Thomas Hamilton at Dunblane 
Primary School on March 13.
recovery," he added. "And 
mark my words, we will 
recover—I promise you that."
Counselors and social 
workers were on hand to meet 
the emotional needs of the 700 
pupils as they tried to return 
to "normalcy."
The gym, where the 
shooting took place, has been 
boarded up and sealed, and 
Prime Minister John Major has 
ordered that it be demolished. 
Pavement barriers kept the 
media at bay due to the large
Tensions Dissipate between China and Taiwan
has promised that Taiwan will 
reunify with China when 
China becomes free, 
democratic, and its people 
attain a similar level of wealth 
to Taiwanese.
While continuing to 
support the "one-China" 
principle, U. S. officials are 
pleased with Taiwan's display 
of democracy. "We
congratulate the people of 
Taiwan on their first 
elections,'' White House 
spokeswoman Mary Ellen 
Glynn said.
"They have made great 
strides in the past several years 
toward democracy. We hope to
flock of reporters who came to 
Dunblane initially after the 
incident. Although the police 
command station has left the 
staff parking lot, police
presence will remain heavy for 
the next few days.
Funerals for those slain 
have been taking place all 
week. A 200-yard carpet of 
flowers that had lined the 
school's pavement now sits in 
the local cemetery. Margaret 
Finnie, a crossguard, said, "It 
was difficult but I had to pin 
on a smile and try and keep 
going. We can't let this man 
win."
— Reuters News Service 
contributed to this article
see tensions in the Taiwan 
Strait greatly reduced in the 
days to come."
U.S. officials also paid 
tribute to Lee, who won 54 
percent of the island's 
presidential vote on Saturday, 
becoming the first 
democratically elected leader 
in 5,000 years of Chinese 
history.
From Washington, DC, 
U.S. Defense Secretary William 
Perry announced that the crisis 
was over and began 
-preparations for the departure 
of U.S. warships from seas 
around Taiwan.
- Scott Hepburn also contributed to this article
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Some Helpful Advice for Voters
By A. Benjamin Spencer 
Editorial Page Editor
Once again, election season 
has set upon us. Numerous 
candidates will inundate us with 
endless amounts of campaign 
literature and flyers, seeking our 
support and our vote. As voters, 
especially those who may be 
participating in SGA elections for 
the first time, it is important to 
keep the following things in mind:
1. You must vote. You have 
to exercise your right to vote. 
Whether you like it or not, you 
will be affected by who become 
your next group of leaders. You 
have to participate in the election 
by voting to have an influence on 
who those people are. If you do 
not vote but take an indifferent 
attitude, then you will not have 
any right to complain when you 
get stuck with poor leadership.
2. Look for sincerity. The best 
thing you can ask for in a 
candidate is that they are sincere 
about what they are saying and 
what they plan to do. You want 
thé people who you elect to 
honestly try and do positive 
things for students and the school, 
and not just themselves. To get at 
this, try talking with candidates 
and ask them why they are 
running. You will have to learn 
to try to read their response to get 
a feel for their level of sincerity.
3. Look for realistic plans.
Many candidates promise the 
world when they run for office, 
when only a small part of what 
they propose is possible. This 
does not mean that people should 
have low aim, but it does mean 
that you should be wary of voting 
for candidates who make 
outlandish promises that sound 
good but probably will never 
materialize.
4. Look for intelligence. Most 
of the things that elected officers 
have to deal with are unexpected 
and unrelated to their plans. 
Many things come up that require 
swift decision-making and action. 
It takes intelligence to handle the 
contingencies of office that arise. 
Thus, you as voters should be just 
as interested in a candidate's 
capacity to handle situations, 
process information, and learn 
new things.
5. Look for experience. 
Words are one thing, but deeds are 
quite another. In order for people 
to do a good job, it is important 
that their past actions 
demonstrate that they have the 
ability to do the job. Past actions 
also are an important indicator of 
whether or not a person is truly 
interested in forwarding certain 
ideas and principles, or if their 
interest has only recently arisen 
for the election.
6. Look for good character. 
This is very broad but extremely 
important. Your leaders must be 
people whom you can trust and
who will always try to do what 
is right. These people will do 
many things on your behalf, 
deciding what activities you 
want, how to spend your 
money, and what issues to fight 
for. Make sure that they have 
the character that will guide 
them to handle these 
responsibilities appropriately.
7. Look for courage. Finally, 
this character trait is extremely 
important, especially for the 
SGA President. It takes strength 
and courage to take on many of 
the people and problems that we 
have at Morehouse. No real 
change has ever come without 
a fight, and your leaders need to 
be fighters. They also need the 
courage to do what they feel is 
best even when many students 
may disagree. Leadership is not 
just about following the crowd, 
but having the vision and the 
insight to know what is best and 
to steer others down that path.
Hopefully, you will 
consider these things during this 
campaign season and on 
election day. Be sure to interact 
with all of the candidates and 
push them hard to prove 
themselves. We must make 
them earn the positions that 
they each desire to fill on our 
behalf.
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STALE WRITERS:
Some Quick Advice to the Candidates
By Marc Joseph 
A&E Co-Editor
If your pops makes enough 
loot to buy Morehouse, and you're 
selling dime bags to make ends 
meet, "keep it real" does not need 
to come out of your mouth. If 
you're one of those jokers who 
gets your locks done twice a 
month like they were Lee Press- 
On tips, please don't even think 
about the phrase "keep it real."
However, if you're one of 
those men who deems himself 
worthy enough to politically serve 
the Morehouse community, then 
you need to conceptualize, 
internalize, and then actualize 
"keeping it real" at all costs. 
Follow this simple three-point 
plan, and "reality" can be yours.
1) Do not take yourself too 
seriously. I'm glad you were
Homecoming King at your high 
school, and it's wonderful that 
you got a 1410 on your SAT's. But 
how does that make you more 
equipped than the next man to 
serve the student body? Give a 
brother a tie and some wingtips, 
and he thinks he's God. Give him 
a title, and he thinks he's God's 
grampa. You are, first and 
foremost, a black man, which 
morally makes you a SERVANT to 
your community. That means if 
you plan to take political office, 
you better be prepared to multiply 
your second-class citizenship by 
two. A leader places himself 
within the larger context of those 
whom he is leading, and the place 
he's trying to lead them to. Once 
your goal becomes the title, and 
not the proper fulfillment of the 
responsibilities that go with that 
title, then you have failed us all.
While you're deciding which 
suit to wear, someone else is 
trying to decide whether an 
education really matters. Keep 
perspective and keep it real.
2) Know whom you are 
serving. Some of y'all are going 
to skip over this section thinking 
that I'm repeating myself. That's 
cool, but you're the same ones 
who are too pre-occupied with 
your OWN agendas to give a 
damn about the desires of the 
student body. A quick inward 
glance might reveal that the 
status quo and all it entails is just 
fine with you ... so long as you 
get a healthy portion of the pie. 
Eldridge Cleaver sold his soul 
for some ice, married a white 
woman, and then converted to 
Mormonism. Cleaver is a prime
Continued on page 10
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Holding on to Meaningless Morehouse Traditions
By David Hall 
Asst. Editorial Page Editor
Frequently I hear students 
complaining about almost 
every facet of the campus. 
Usually topping that list are 
various dormitory conditions, 
followed closely by the 
anything-but-gourmet food 
served by Gourmet Services. I 
find it painfully ironic that 
when alumni return to the 
campus, they jokingly 
reminisce over similar stories 
of uncomfortable living 
conditions and poor food in 
the cafeteria. However they 
see those harsh conditions to 
be as necessary as graduation 
in becoming a true Morehouse 
Man.
Unfortunately when we, 
as students, attempt to 
complain about one or many 
of the problems that we face 
daily, it falls on deaf ears. Our 
serious concerns are often met 
with laughter followed by an 
unsympathetic "When I was a 
student at Morehouse" story. 
The primary problem is that 
several faculty and 
administrators, who are 
alumni, view the hard living, 
long registration lines, and 
other popular problems 
essentially conducive to the
building of men. Of course, 
among their proof is the axiom 
"That which does not kill us, 
only makes us stronger."
I beg to differ with that 
axiom only because it is an 
accepted excuse for the 
continuation of certain 
traditionally second-rate 
services and programs which 
are maintained only because 
they were in place the 
previous school year. Among 
the most antiquated of 
traditions here at Morehouse 
is our mandatory college 
assembly, or Crown Forum. 
While two or three programs 
held each semester are of 
interest to a majority of the 
students, there are scores of 
substandard, unnecessary, and 
time wasting presentations 
held each week. Despite the 
new modifications made to the 
Crown Forum schedule and 
reduction in attendance 
requirements, there still seems 
to be no reason why men 
should be forced to attend any 
lecture or forum during their 
tenure at Morehouse.
Furthermore, we have 
been plagued with an 
unsatisfactory Registrar's 
Office, where it seems that 
disorganization and slow 
service are traditionally 
standards, and rarely
exceptions. There is absolutely 
no reason why it takes an 
entire week (if you are lucky) 
to process a transcript, whereas 
at most other colleges, the wait 
is a maximum of two or three 
days. I have also heard horror 
stories with regards to 
oversights and mistakes made 
in the Registrar's office which 
led to students not being able 
to walk in their graduation 
ceremonies.
One of the silliest, 
unwritten traditions upheld 
here at Morehouse deals with 
the wearing of hats. It should 
be mentioned that this 
tradition is primarily upheld in 
Gloster and Douglas Halls, but 
there are still a few professors 
demanding that students be 
sans chapeau in their classes. I 
understand Emily Post's 
rationale behind this law of 
etiquette, but honestly, 99 
percent of this country does 
not perceive the wearing of 
hats indoors as rude, but just a 
personal expression. I have 
seen firsthand deans who 
refuse to assist students with 
legitimate problems due to 
their wearing a simple baseball 
cap.
I am not an opponent to 
tradition; I do believe that it 
definitely has its place. 
However, a strict adherence to
tradition only cripples higher 
education, as the goal of a true 
liberal arts college education 
demands free thought and 
free expression. Morehouse is
Morehouse is suffocating on 
its tradition, retarding the growth of 
all branches of the college 
and the ability to compete on a 
national level
suffocating on its tradition, 
retarding the growth of all 
branches of the college and the 
ability to compete on a 
national level. How can we 
expect prospective students to 
continually fill Morehouse 
classrooms if we are still 
maintaining an unrelenting 
cling to traditions which other 
institutions phased out or 
renovated years ago?
I do applaud all of the 
recent changes that we have 
seen, due in part to our new 
president. However, I am 
leery that once change stops, 
it is extremely hard to ever get 
it started again. The students 
of this school must demand 
that this college listen to our 
concerns and make the
changes that we observe. We 
must allow a new era of free 
thought and ability to replace 
empty and now meaningless 
traditions. The important
traditions should be revered 
and appreciated, but not at the 
expense of new ideas inspired 
by students motivated to make 
Morehouse the exceptional 
institution that it can be.
We have got to remember 
that tradition is what each 
generation deems as 
important about the previous 
generation. It is comprised of 
the things which the future 
chooses to integrate into their 
environments, not that which 
is forced down their throats as 
important. Perhaps once we, 
as students, learn that the 
power to choose tradition and 
mold the future rests with us, 
and we exercise that power, 
the winds of change will blow 
a bit faster.
Standing upfor MahmoudAbdul-Raufs Right to Sit Down
By Razab Chowdhury 
Guest Commentary
Was this yet another "just- 
one-more-crazy-Muslim" 
incident? Or was it an 
unexplored insight into the 
African American
disenchantment? By his 
refusal to stand during the 
playing of the American 
national anthem, Denver 
Nuggets guard Mahmoud 
Abdul-Rauf brought to 
national attention both of 
these critical issues.
Unfortunately, only one of 
them, somewhat predictably, 
hogged the limelight: A 
follower of Islam had flouted 
the very foundations of this 
great nation called the United 
States of America.
Gasp! The sheer audacity!! 
Is it something about this 
Islamic faith that makes these 
people wannabe mad- 
bombers? Or, for that matter, 
anti-semitic, well-dressed, 
bean-pie sales-men? And 
never mind that the Oklahoma 
incident was thanks to white-
whole-wheat-fed-American- 
Army-serving-supremacists, 
and never mind that the young 
man with the bow-tie is trying 
to make an honest living in a 
society of ever-decreasing 
economic opportunities. As 
soon as news spread about the 
"discovery" of Abdul-Rauf's 
refusal to stand for what he 
considered to be a symbol of 
oppression (his team-mates 
attested that his pre-game 
practice was nothing new), his 
religious convictions became 
the focus of the media frenzy. 
Here was another opportunity 
to show how Islam was the 
media's favorite big bad wolf.
Abdul-Rauf himself, a 
devout, practicing Muslim, 
was somewhat responsible for 
this. He insisted that his faith 
was the reason behind what 
was, and what should have 
been treated as, an act of 
protest. Conservatives lashed 
out at his lack of patriotism and 
Christian values, and the 
liberals howled violation of 
inalienable rights. Mahmoud 
seemed to relent only when
fellow Muslim and NBA 
superstar, Hakeem Olajuwon, 
publicly pointed out that there 
was no tenet of Islam that 
mandated that an individual 
should not rise for a national 
anthem. Mahmoud now 
claims that he had interpreted 
the Holy Koran differently, 
and with the pressures of the 
NBA and his $31,000/game 
salary (which he was 
forfeiting), he has reconciled 
his own particular 
interpretation to the 
expectations of his employers.
Yet, why did Abdul-Rauf 
think the American flag to be 
a "symbol of oppression and 
tyranny ?" Why does a large 
majority of my African 
American brothers express 
the same sentiments — a 
profound lack of faith in 
American institutions. This 
fact was never more clear than 
during the O.J. Simpson 
verdict.
Unfortunately, all 
throughout the Abdul-Rauf 
hoopla, neither the media, nor 
the pundits and experts
dwelled on this apparent lack 
of national pride. They did 
not dwell on the fact that 
97percent of judges and 80 
percent of police detectives 
are white, whereas minorities 
account for 63 percent of state 
prisoners. Numbers like these 
can very well be used to claim 
that the American Judiciary 
system represses and 
oppresses minorities. The 
United States has 
championed such
questionable causes and 
personalities like Vietnam, 
Grenada, Noriega and 
Marcos. In all these 
situations, the U.S. was an ally 
to oppression.
A great majority of 
African Americans are yet to 
realize the so-called American 
dream. For them, reality is life 
in the ghettoes and never- 
ending poverty. If the 
American economic system 
cannot, in the 100+ years since 
slavery, create any sense of 
well-being amongst a great 
number of its loyal citizens, 
then can this institution lay
any more claims to its 
constituents' loyalty?
In light of what has just 
been said, Abdul-Rauf's 
actions almost begin to make 
some sense. (The issue of 
employer and employee 
rights, and responsibilities of 
being a public figure are the 
gray areas that will ensure 
that there cannot be a clear-cut 
stance on these actions.)
The United States of 
America has a severe malady 
flowing through its blood 
stream. This is a country 
where lobbyists determine 
public policy, and a man who 
uses the n-word as an 
adjective gets to be an 
upholder of the law. We, as a 
community, need to try and 
find remedies to the illness, 
not seek out relief for the 
symptoms.
Instead of jumping on an 
individual for not rising to the 
anthem, let us make the 






Falling into the Marijuana Trap
By Kwame Manley 
Columnist
Ya'll smoking? Got some 
dank? What ya'll 'bout to do 
— weed, sess, herb?
These phrases may not be 
familiar to you. But for many 
other students, these words 
represent a habitual practice of 
marijuana and other illegal 
substances. Most of us already 
know the effects of smoking 
weed: damaged brain cells, 
decreased physical abilities, 
altered mental states; yet, we 
still ignore this problem, 
arguing that it is just a phase 
or merely a personal choice 
made by a few. But there is a 
larger dynamic influencing 
our decisions — a psycho­
social dependence I call the 
Marijuana Trap.
This tolerance of 
continued drug consumption 
involves a host of societal 
pressures that influence our 
decisions. Typically beginning 
as casual experimentation, 
marijuana is easily introduced 
to the newly-arrived college 
student. We are away from 
our parents and removed from 
the more restrictive 
environments of home, and 
we tend to experiment with 
the things that our parents 
forbade. We see our boys 
smoking weed, and certain 
girls at Spelman doing it too. 
We are consumed by it in the 
bathrooms at the Warehouse, 
the Gate, and most other dance 
clubs. Eventually, many of us 
begin to invite this practice in 
order to be accepted and to be 
among the crowd. Or we may 
use that inadequate and
thoughtless "everybody-else- 
is-doing-it-so-why-shouldn't- 
I" explanation to justify our 
decisions.
Still, the Marijuana Trap 
becomes more appealing 
when we examine the drug's 
accessibility. Contrary to the 
administration's view, 
marijuana is readily available 
to students — down the hall, 
around the Stegall's area, by 
University Homes.
Contrary to the administration's view, 
marijuana is readily available to students 
— down the hall, around the Stegall's area, 
by University Homes.
Sometimes, you do not even 
have to go anywhere; a 
twelve-year-old kid often 
comes around to personally 
serve your needs. And it 
should be no surprise that you 
can walk down most halls on 
a Saturday — or a Sunday, or a 
Monday, or a Tuesday -- and 
smell the reminding odors of 
this habit.
The Marijuana Trap grows 
even more enticing with the 
glorified accounts of greater 
relaxation, reduced
inhibitions, and heightened 
freedom. One student boasts 
to me that smoking weed 
helps his game: "Yeah, right 
before I go to the club, I get 
high and then my words just 
tend to flow. I feel I can step 
to any girl." Others say 
marijuana helps them relax 
and study for tests: "I have so 
many stressful days that I
need something to relieve my 
stress." Still, musical artists 
like D'Angelo and Method 
Man allure us to that "natural 
feeling" in popular songs like 
"Brown Sugar" and "High, 
High."
Let us remember, though, 
that smoking marijuana is 
nothing new. Our parents did 
it; our older brothers and 
sisters still do. But this fact 
should not desensitize us to
the drug's detrimental effects. 
Studies and personal 
observations prove that after 
the high, we become overly 
tired and weak, sometimes 
sleeping twelve to fifteen 
hours a day. Our lips turn 
black and crack, and our brain 
cells continue to degenerate. 
Several health studies indicate 
that marijuana "significantly 
reduces" reasoning and 
analytical skills. Our attention 
span shortens, and we are able 
to comprehend less.
So, what can we do to curb 
marijuana use? Probably, not 
much. But we can elevate our 
consciousness of the issue with 
the hope that some of us will 
re-evaluate our choices and 
realize that marijuana use is 
really not worth it. With all 
these intelligent brothers at 
Morehouse, you would think 
that that would be easy to do.
Letter to the Editor
To The Maroon Tiger Staff:
1 was deeply insulted by Jesse B. Barnes' remarks on 
the February 21st Mumia Abu-Jamal rally. He painted 
the picture of a bunch of kids skipping around to the 
tune of "Fight the Power!" as if it were entertainment 
or family fun. As one of the co-organizers of the rally, 1 
can assure you that Barnes is yet another example of 
the misinformed, overzealous reporter, who showed no 
evidence of speaking with any of the rally's organizers 
or listening to the speeches for more than 3 minutes.
In actuality, the main point of the demonstration was to 
inform the AUC community. Many have little 
knowledge of the existence of political prisoners in this 
country, which is why there was a table full of 
information (which unfortunately ran out of fact sheets 
before we could reach everyone) staffed by myself and 
another co-organizer in order to answer questions. 
Student speakers specifically addressed the legal and 
political aspects of Mumia's case as well as why it 
pertains to us, and solutions were in fact offered. These 
concrete suggestions included conducting your own 
research by critically questioning legal cases, and 
networking with the organizers to first inform the 
masses so that everyone will get uncomfortable enough 
to channel all the energy we spend in front of televisions 
into working for change. Those who organized the rally 
are a group committed to raising the level of awareness 
about prisoners of our current police state like Mumia, 
Hajj, Sekou, and Geronimo, among many others.
The February 21st rally was, according to Clark- 
Atlanta's esteemed professor Dr. Umoja, the first such 
demonstration since the Persian Gulf War. There were 
organizational mistakes, but we are learning and trying 
to effectively communicate an overwhelming mass of 
information to broaden everyone's minds. This is 
information that you won't find in the AJC (Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution) or on the Channel 2 News. We 
can definitely use positive, constructive criticism but 
please, before you denounce, think and make sure your 
facts are straight. Barnes wrote, "if there are political 





Practical Advice to Candidates
Continued from page 8
example of a public figure 
who built a moral platform for 
his community, and then 
turned his back on the 
principles and the community 
for his personal gain. 
Acceptance of political office 
necessarily commits you to the 
needs of your community. 
Those of you who merely plan 
to get some passes to the 
homecoming concert and 
some more text on your 
resume need to kill that noise 
right now. You are the reason 
why students are apathetic 
about the SGA.
3) Stay responsibly 
youthful. Yes, you have a 
budget now, and yeah, your 
gear is corporate, but mama
still calls you baby, and you 
know you don't shave more 
than once a month. I have 
silently chuckled at the many 
20-year-old men of Morehouse 
who have occupied a dais, 
cross-legged, faces fixed with 
furrowed brow, looking dumb. 
Do you think your tie pin 
strikes fear in the hearts of the 
freshman class? Brothers, let 
your actions, and not your 
aged demeanor, earn the 
respect of your peers. Do not 
neglect your responsibilities, 
but do not let them define you. 
Nobody is trying to see the 
Temptations at the 
Homecoming concert, and 
nobody reads Poor Richard's 
Almanac when they are 
figuring out how to handle
their money. If you bury 
yourself in the journals of the 
old guard, your ability to 
create diminishes. Young men, 
crossed legs and rocking chairs 
are for the elderly; put your 
cane aside and run toward 
immortality.
A man's integrity is often 
all he has going for him. Lose 
it, and you've probably lost a 
much, much bigger game. The 
"Keep it Real" crew is so 
concerned with keeping it real 
that they forget to keep it 
right. There is definitely a 
medium between the two 
ideologies and it is your 
RESPONSIBILITY, brothers, to 
realize that medium as you 
run for office.
NO EXIT © Andy Singer
SINGER
Reflections, Roles and Radicalism: Sam Jackson Returns Home
By Chioke Murray 
A&E Co-Editor
I realized how far 
Morehouse had strayed from 
its Mission to the community 
when a tall angry brother with 
a jiffy pop bag on his head, in 
a Kentucky Fried Chicken 
parking lot told me "Ya'll 
niggas! And ya'll gon be 
niggas forever, just like us." 
But I was still dazed from 
Dap's early morning bell­
ringing; so I went back to 
sleep. Then that same jiffy- 
pop local woke me, Mookie, 
and the rest of Bedstuy up 
from his D.J. booth, with P.E.'s 
Fight the Power, and the play- 
by-play on the demolition of 
Sal’s Famous. I began to 
realize that there would be no 
more sleeping by me or 
anyone else on the 
incomparable Samuel L. 
Jackson.
And if we dared sleep 
again, he'd "smoke" our T.V.s 
and help himself to our tasty 
Big Kahuna burgers and we'd 
sit back and enjoy it. Unlike 
the muscle bound, dapper 
dan, Ebony Man (magazine
cover or -dingo) type that 
Hollywood likes to hoist 
upon its shoulders, Jackson is 
far from typical; then again 
you don't have to tell any one 
at Morehouse that. The 1972 
graduate who was once 
suspended for chaining in the 
board of trustees in until the 
student's demands were met 
(any light-bulbs flashing 
yet?), always had the mark of 
a trail blazer. So it was only 
poetic justice that he recieve 
the Bennie Trailblazer award 
from his alma matar for his 
fine work as an actor. While 
back home, the Atlanta 
native's schedule was just as 
busy as his acting career— 
which boasts over twenty 
films in the last five years— 
has been, but he found time 
to share his feelings about his 
college years, his success in 
the industry, and his return to 
dear old Morehouse.
At Sale Hall Chapel, 
Jackson shared with a 
captivated audience the story 
of how he and his fellow 
students were branded for 
wanting more student 
involvement in the
surrounding neighborhoods 
and projects. "There was a 
facet of people [administrators] 
who thought that we didnt 
need to do that because we 
were above that... And as a 
result we became known as 
radicals." "We were the first 
generation of people that 
Morehouse should have 
screened a little more 
carefully," Jackson laughed 
about that great class of 
students that demanded a 
black studies program, more 
student involvement in the 
advisory board and the trustee 
board, and "black members on 
the board who actually had a 
vote, who were not just tokens 
because at that time the black 
members really didn't have a 
vote." The students also 
demanded that the protestors 
have amnesty, "and we did 
have amnesty for a whole 
year," says Jackson. "We went 
home."
Macked out in leather 
tassles and a Kangol, amongst 
a bunch of suit-and-ties, 
Jackson stood out in the Sale 
Hall chapel as he and his 
radical bunch probably did
George Crawford/STAFF
Sam Jackson sharesfresh Pulp Fiction like stories of his die hard 
School Daze with captivited Sale Hall.
when they would appear 
sleepy-eyed to what we now 
call Crown Forum in their 
pajamas with ties around their 
necks in order to half-comply 
with the dress code. But he
also reminds the students that 
radicalism for the sake of 
being different (or rather 
indifferent) is not enough, 
"radicalism is a process that 
Continued on page 13
An Interview with Mr. Bootnbastic
By Khary Jones 
Staff Writer
When Scooby Doo and 
Shaggy were getting spooked 
by fake phantasm and flirting 
with animated "celebs" X 
generation folk were still 
strapped to their strollers with 
rubber nipples rationing 
Similac in their mouths. It 
wasn't until the eighties when 
syndication got hold of 
"Scooby Doo" and re-ran it five 
and six times a day that little 
"X" boys and girls were 
endeared to the program and 
adopted the exclamations, 
"Yikes!" and "Scooby Dooby 
Doo," into their vocabularies. 
So when the popular listening 
audience first caught wind of 
"Boombastic," a dancehall 
track from another Shaggy, a 
slightly darker Shaggy, it was 
difficult for them to adjust their 
mental picture of how a 
"Shaggy" behaves and looks. 
Catching up with the Grammy 
Award winning artist at last 
month's Tafrijah joint provided 
me—and in turn you—with 
some answers.
"In England, 'shaggy' 
means to have sex," said the 
Kingston, Jamaica native, 
"...that's what I wish they 
called me 'shaggy' for." 
However, this nickname had 
more to do with his hair which 
used to be long and curly 
(hence the extended nickname 
"Shaggy Dog"), than his 
reputation in the sack.
Shaggy explained his brief 
stint as a United States marine 
during the Gulf War as a result 
of "just your regular ghetto 
story," saying that "...when 
you're in the ghetto, you gotta 
get off the streets 
'yaknawmean' before
something happens to you, or 
you just take the wrong 
direction." The army seemed 
more attractive to him than 
jobs flippin' burgers at fast- 
food joints. "I can't be up with 
the steppers and everybody 
and everything and then go do 
some little low-job...my whole 
deal was basically go 
somewhere where nobody 
would see me, and even if they 
had me diggin' a ditch, ain't 
nobody care 'cause nobody
knew me."
Unwavering in his 
journey as a dancehall D.J., 
even while in the Marines, 
Shaggy wrote songs because 
"that was (his) love." 
Although, 1995's Boombastic" 
was the first exposure to 
Shaggy (born Orville Richard 
Burrell) for many, two years 
earlier he saw moderate 
success with the releases of 
"Oh Carolina," and "Nice and 
Lovely." His debut album 
"Pure Pleasure" didn't fair 
quite as well. Shaggy insists, 
however, that the explosion of 
the platinum selling single, 
"Boombastic," and the 
subsequent gold release status 
reached by his sophomore 
album was expected "Oh 
yeah, you know we don't 
make records to flop. We make 
records to do good 
'yakna wmsayin'."
At a Tafrija Magazine 
sponsored event in Archer 
Hall, though the crowd hung 
eagerly on his every word,




Bring Back the New: A Look at Remakes of Classic Hits
By Marc Joseph 
A&E Co-Editor
Alright culturebabies, 
listen up. All this musical 
remake stuff was kinda fly for 
a hot second, but enough is 
enough. Little Tevin Campbell 
messed around and re-made 
Stevie Wonder's "Knocks Me 
Off My Feet," my favorite 
Stevie record, and I'm not 
about to let that, or any other 
remake, slide without some 
journalistic protest. Follow me.
When I was in the third 
grade, my younger cousin 
Gary copied everything I did, 
an activity which earned him 
several lumps on many 
occasions. My moms often 
warned me that snuffing my 
cousin wasn't righteous, and 
that I should be flattered that 
Gary wanted to follow in my 
footsteps. Now this 
"imitation-as-flattery" 
argument served its purpose 
for the actions of an 
impressionable six-year old, 
but not for a music industry 
trapped in the C.R.E.A.M. era. 
If Little Tevin wanted to flatter
Stevie, he should've sent a 
Hallmark. In braille. 
Otherwise, he joins the 
carnival of countless artists 
who bit someone else's work 
as a tribute to the almighty 
dollar. This is the unfortunate 
equivalent of taking the Mona 
Lisa to Kinko's and selling the 
unframed copies for $7.99.
Another argument for re­
makes is that they re-generate 
important musical elements of 
our culture, bringing the past 
to the present to ensure that 
the future of our music 
maintains its roots in 
greatness. This would make 
perfect sense to me if we didn't 
have a little piece of 
technology called the tape 
recorder. It's not like we have 
to depend on the local griot to 
come down our block singing 
Donny Hathaway tunes, or 
humming Mingus basslines. 
To borrow and manipulate a 
question first posed by 
Organized Konfusion, why 
must something be played on 
the radio twenty times a day 
in order for us to think it's 
phat? "Ribbon in the Sky" was
a klassik years before Intro's 
corny version dominated 
every Kiss FM and V-103 in 
America. Re-makes do not 
preserve elements of our 
culture, they re-invent them. 
They eliminate our 
appreciation for the ancestors 
who originally developed the 
music by issuing the credit to 
the new artist, rather than the 
true artist. You think I'm 
buggin' but when my little 
sister thinks that "Killing Me 
Softly" is a piece of innovative 
genius by the FUGEES, man 
something has got to change.
And about this sampling 
thing. I know I'm about to 
slaughter one of the hip-hop 
nation's sacred cows, but hear 
me out. Sampling feeds on 
music like Uncle Sam feeds on 
Uncle Tom. The parasitic 
relationship signifies that 
black music, once a 
manifestation of spiritual and 
artistic growth, is now as dead 
as the animal in your Big Mac. 
Sometimes I wonder where 
hip-hop would be without 
Roy Ayers, Parliament 
Funkadelic, and James Brown.
There is nothing wrong 
with taking certain ASPECTS 
of a given piece of music and 
including them in a separate 
body of work. Musicians who 
do this are just building, and 
as such are no different from 
the knowledge ciphers that are 
vital to our existence. What I 
object to are the cats who 
rhyme over an entire musical 
track, strings, drums, keys, 
horns and all, as if their 
producer was struck by a flash 
of creative genius and wrote 
the music from scratch. Coolio, 
don't duck son, I'm talking 
about you.
It's gotten to the point 
where you can't listen to jazz 
or old soul music without 
someone in the crowd putting 
dibs on a guitar riff or a vocal 
piece. Y'ama sample dat! Yeah 
I'mo take dis! That's not 
perpetuation of culture, it's 
mutilation of it. Don't get so 
caught up on the revolving 
cycle of music that you forgo 
the EVOLVING circlet of 
culture. Most rappers 
wouldn't expect to rhyme 
somebody else's lyrics and get
respect, right? Well hip-hop 
should not expect to be 
respected as the musical 
institution it claims to be, so 
long as its base, as well as its 
bass, comes directly from 
another source.
OK that's it, my venting is 
complete. Props due to the 
Roots, Society of Soul, 
D'Angelo and every 
individual who's moving 
music forward. No thanks to 
those "artists" who went 
platinum by doing an album 
of other peoples' hits. Those of 
you who read my stuff on the 
regular might think that all my 
talk about the stagnancy of our 
culture is getting played, but 
peep game. The first time I 
said black culture was just 
another commodity, y'all 
probably bought a CD the next 
day. Any one who's gotten this 
deep in the article may self­
consciously sample something 
tomorrow, but you'll sample it 
nonetheless. So until there is 
another truth to be told, until 
we reverse our trend, I'll call a 
spade a spade, and a coon a 
coon. Scout.
A Family Thing Takes Colorful Look at Black and White Issues
By Louis Clotman
Acting Editor-In-Chief
Earl Pilcher is an ordinary 
family man who has lived his 
entire life in a small, peaceful, 
white Arkansas town. But he 
is about to discover a shocking
Courtesy of United Artists
Ray, Earl, Aunt T. and Virgil attempt to uncover the past and move 
toward the future in "A Family Thing."
fact about the person he knows 
the least about-himself. 
United Artists newest release, 
"A Family Thing," starring 
Robert Duvall and James Earl 
Jones, takes a provocative step 
towards proving that the ties
that bind family members can 
transcend any boundary, even 
race.
Earl (Robert Duvall), who 
is forced, to watch his mother 
slowly die in front of his eyes, 
is further tormented by a letter 
he reads in the wake of her
death. In.it he finds that she is 
not his mother at all; his real 
mother is a black woman who 
died giving birth to him. 
Reminiscent of Wallace 
Thurman's Grist in the Mill, 
this discovery throws Earl into
shock as he confirms his true 
background with his father. 
As the audience follows Earl's 
journey to Chicago to find his 
lost brother Ray (James Earl 
Jones), it observes a white 
man's struggle to adapt to his 
true African American 
heritage.
Earl's mental fade to 
black is material enough itself 
to craft a quality feature 
length film. Combining that 
with the problems of the two 
brothers living in the same 
house with Ray's family 
creates a movie that is 
entertaining and thought- 
provoking. Irma P. Hall 
integrates genuine humor 
into the film in her role as 
Aunt T, and Michael Beard 
also delivers a strong 
performance in his role as 
Ray's son Virgil. When Earl 
leaves Chicago to return to 
Arkansas, he is much wiser 
and greatly humbled.
Directed by Richard 
Pearce, "A Family Thing" is 
not just a race movie but a film 
about personal growth. "The 
story imagines a man in his 
sixties whose life is 
completely turned upside 
down in one afternoon," 
Pearce says. "In making its 
journey from Arkansas to 
urban Chicago, the film
explores issues of race and 
family, but what's unique 
about "A Family Thing" is 
that it deals with them in 
purely emotional terms, not 
couching them in any kind of 
historical or ideological 
































can bring his personal 
experiences to the theater and 
learn from the movie 
experience, that viewer has 
witnessed filmmaking at its 
finest.
Each day women are beaten to death by their husbands or boyfriends. Just as frightening, 
each day neighbors just like us make excuses for not getting involved. For information about how 
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leads to something greater."
Something greater for Sam 
Jackson was a prosperous 
career in film that led to his 
breakthrough role as the 
reverant hit-man Jewls in Pulp 
Fiction, for which he recieved 
a Best Supporting 
Performance award from the 
Cannes Film Festival, and 
Academy and Golden Globe 
Award nominations. Now, 
Jackson is one of the most 
sought-after actors in the 
country, but he remains level­
headed by remembering the 
long road to stardom. "It took 
me a while to get there so I'm 
not overly impressed with all 
that its supposed to be," he 
said of his new-found fame. 
"I'm fully grounded in where 
I came from, where I'm going, 
what I want to do and how I 
want to go about doing it."
"Arts have never been big 
on this campus," he 
remembered, but he advised 
dramatists at Morehouse 
trying to get things started 
artistically, that "its all about 
packaging." "The interesting 
thing about getting people to 
come is you have to make it as 
hip as having the newest pair 
of Jordans," he advises "so that 
people will feel like they've 
missed something if they 
aren't a part of it." Marketing 
and packaging is also the sole 
driving force in major movie
Shaggy Solves Mystery on His Name and Fame
Continued from page 11
technical problems with the 
concert's DAT machine and 
the lack of the customary 
sound-check almost
compelled Shaggy to walk off 
stage, "I like to have fun at 
what I do. It's not even that I'm 
a perfectionist. I wasn't having 
fun up there...if you're not 
having fun the sh*t just don't 
make sense," commented 
Shaggy on the problemed 
stage show, "...The vibe, the 
crowd was still cool though."
With the mainstream 
success of Shabba Ranks, and 
the emergence of Shaggy, 
dancehall is bound to confront 
the same issues that the hip- 
hop community has faced 
Cognizant of how rap music 
has sadly become the voice of 
corporate-American 
commercial propaganda in the 
inner-city, the question is 
raised, "Who is this music 
(dancehall) for?" Shaggy, 
himself, claims to listen to 
"every damn thing...no one 
particular type of music, it
making, sapping some of the 
creativity and diversity of 
today's black film. 
"Hollywood is a money 
business, you make a movie 
like 'Menace 2 Society' for five 
million dollars and it grosses 
50 to 75 million, then they're 
gonna make eight more of 
them and see if they can do the
w were the first generation of 
people that Morehouse should have 
screened a little more carefully.
same thing, if they don't you 
won't see them anymore." 
The problem also stems from 
our employment behind the 
camera, "we are coming to a 
point now where there are 
more Black writers, producers 
and directors but there's still 
no one [Black] in Hollywood 
that can green light a film."
The immediate future for 
Sam Jackson includes a 
starring role in "The Great 
White Hype" directed by 
Reginald Hudlin, and a lead in 
the latest John Grisham thriller 
"A Time to Kill." His long term 
goal is to just continue 
providing great characters and 
movie memories. "My 
ultimate goal, I guess, is to
ain't just reggae, it ain't just 
hip-hop, it ain't just R&B, 
obviously (not) country
Kashta Eneas/STAFF
Shaggy and Shyhiem share 
scooby snacks backstage.
music, but outside that 
'yaknawmsayin' every damn
have this great body of work 
that shows the diversity of our 
culture." He wants to provide 
a voice for the myriad of 
personalities that share the 
experience of being African in 
America. Of his selection of 
roles he says "I try to choose 
projects that give me a chance 
to grow as an artist and as a
human being."
Being back at Morehouse
College bought back special 
memories for Jackson, but also 
gave him something more to 
reflect on, as the school 
honored him among its 
accomplished sons. "Being 
back has given me a sense of 
belonging and a sense of 
history and of my place in it" 
Jackson says as he reflects on 
his award and on his college 
years. "It makes me feel like I 
do have a place where I can 
return and call home." 'Da 
House' will always be a home 
for brother Jackson, and his 
fans here cherish the legacy of 
great film that he has created 
and continues to create.
thing."
In defense of those 
listeners who fall outside of 
the core audiences for reggae- 
dancehall and hip-hop artists 
Shaggy said, "Music shouldn't 
have any color, race, creed, 
nationality...(reggae) is music 
for everybody. . . Jamaica's 
motto is 'out of many, one 
people.'
It's the same situation 
with the music, you ain't gotta 
be white or black or Indian or 
whatever to listen to reggae 
music... I play in concert for 
everybody, 'yaknawmsayin', I 
ain't tryin' to segregate this 
music. This is reggae..."
The issue of underground 
artists being supported in 
growing numbers by white 
folk is one that cannot be dealt 
with simply by considering 
them "down." Shaggy 
continues to hold his opinions, 
furthering the stereotype of 
the cartoon MC like his 
mystery-solving counterpart 
did twenty years ago.
Woo-Hah and the World 
Woo-Hahs With You
By Gregory L. Johnson, Jr. 
Staff Writer
Exercise Your Right!VOTE on April 9 in Mays Hall Lounge
With the arrival of The Coming comes the 
anticipated Busta Rhymes' solo effort, one which has 
been hyped since L.O.N.S. released T.I.M.E. in '94. 
Though his new, infectious single "Woo-Hah!" is 
undoubtedly a hit, many question whether a Busta 
album will grow tiresome after twenty minutes. LPs 
require a wide range of ideas that will capture the 
listener's imagination over the duration of the album; 
this can make the strongest asset, when overdone, a 
setback. However, with the same expressiveness of voice 
and verse that gained him notoriety as an MC, Busta 
soars in song after song; With a whisper or a growl, he 
proves he can capture many moods.
Busta feeds off being unusual and unpredictable, 
but he doesn't use it as an excuse for being wack. Two 
of the most playful songs, "Woo-Hah!" and the bubbly 
Q-Tip \ Busta duet "Ill Vibe," are fundamentally against 
the grain in that...well, Niggas ain't s'posed to be happy, 
son ! ! But there you have it...woo-hah and the world 
woo-hahs with you. Both songs bang with dance-hall 
drum influence and calypso cadence 'pon de dub trooly 
arriginal, mon. Busta also steps out of character to be 
poignant on "Hot Fudge," replacing intensity with 
introspection as he plays the sad blues wierdo over 
cascading vibraphones, pianos and organs with a 
funeral feel.
As for staying entertained, you find yourself trying 
to keep up with Busta as he races from vibe to vibe. 
He'll catch you sleeping at first, opening the album up 
cool and cajoling with "Do My Thing," (a mandate for 
you to do your thing and HIS thing, too); then he jumps 
up and sprints over to "Abandon Ship" flowing over a 
hyper break, Lyn Collins-type voice sample and organs 
going 60 MPH, then dips into his old-school-hour bag 
to make some sales with "It's a Party" with Zhane,' and 
suddenly stops to watch the stars, the space-age 
undercurrents of "Still Shining" in the background while 
you're huffing and puffing back at "Woo-Hah!"
Now before we lose ourselves in the folds of Busta 
Rhymes' drawers, let' s be critical. The volcanic, 
insurmountable L.O.N.S. cut "Keep It Moving" is okay, 
but I think "Abandon Ship" would've been PERFECT 
for Leaders, personally! Who do we find on it? Rampage. 
He lacks Busta's personality and brings nothing new to 
the table. Then on the "hard" jam, "Flip Mode Meets 
Def Squad," boredom will slow your metabolism to a 
crawl as Busta and Redman rush to rescue mediocrity- 
TOO LATE! The fans are comatose, the song is DEAD. 
And Busta just might be a little too preachy. Granted, 
the theme of getting ready for Luciferian social 
engineering is intrinsic to The Coming, and he's got 
some thought-provoking things to say, but he succeeds 
when he shows and proves with images and situations, 
like the skit where a jive turkey with false words gets 
pummeled by the strangers he smokes with. Even when 
deep, talk is cheap, and attention spans are short in the 
90's.
Paralympian A1 Mead Jumps into The Maroon Tiger Hall of Fame
By Richard N. Hayes 
Sports Editor
Imagine the thrill of being 
the best in the world. Multiply 
that feeling by three and meet 
Paralympian A1 Mead.
Already a two time 
Paralympics medalist, A1 
Mead is one of Atlanta's top 
hometown hopefuls. Mead 
won the gold medal in long 
jump in the 1988 Seoul 
Paralympics with a jump of 
4.49 meters. He garnered 
silver in the 1992 Barcelona 
Games with a jump of 4.62 
meters. This time, however, 
the world is coming to the
M
ead is a leader both on and off the track. He 
came to Atlanta to attend Morehouse, 
and is now a husband and father of two, 
Vice-President of The Precedent Group 
and the music director at Liveoak Baptist Church ...
Riverdale native's home field.
Mead had an active 
childhood, growing up in
Chicago's Southside. As a nine 
year old, he took a very hard 
fall while playing at school. 
Consequently, his left leg grew 
numb as blood circulation 
eventually stopped. Mead 
underwent three operations as 
doctors attempted to remedy 
the situation. Initially, only his 
foot was amputated, then his 
leg just below the knee, and
finally just above the knee. At 
such an early age, Mead did 
not realize the permanence of 
his injury. He recalls asking 
his mother, "Why are you 
crying Mom? It'll grow back, 
won't it?"
Nevertheless, Mead 
refused to allow his lifestyle to 
be altered. His close-knit 
family and religious faith 
empowered him during his 
hospitalization and recovery. 
Despite doctors' instructions 
to "take it easy," Mead 
continued to do all the things 
he had done prior to the 
operation. He taught himself 
how to ride his bike with one
leg. Then once his prosthesis 
arrived, he was a member of 
local baseball, hockey, and 
basketball teams. Mead even 
has great football memories. 
He narrated, "We were 
playing alley football [once]," 
Mead narrated, "I remember, 
I caught a pass and was 
running towards the goal line, 
when my leg fell off."
Mead is a leader both on 
and off the track. He came to 
Atlanta to attend Morehouse,
and is now a husband and 
father of two, Vice-President of 
The Precedent Group and the
music director at Liveoak 
Baptist Church in College 
Park.
Mead also helped 
organize the Atlanta chapter of 
National Handicapped Sports 
(NHS). One of the 
organization's functions is to 
conduct competitions for 
athletes with disabilities. In
his first NHS competition, 
Mead set world records in the 
100, 200, and 400 meter and
national marks in the high 
jump and long jump. At the 
1983 NHS Canadian meet, 
Mead again set world records 
in the 100 and 200 meters. He 
still holds national records.
Currently, Mead is not 
only preparing for the 1996 
Atlanta Games, but is also 
serving on the Board of
Directors for the Atlanta 
Paralympic Organizing 
Committee.
Despite what some would call a
physical obstacle, Al Mead
continues to jump obstacles on
and off the track. Mead, a native
of Chicago , came to Atlanta to
attend Morehouse College, and
now calls it his home.
Photo Courtesy of 
Chris Hamilton and 
Atlanta Paralympics
Al Mead has illustrated 
that Edwin Moses is not the 
only gold medal winner to 
have graced the hallowed halls 
of Morehouse. His dedication, 
perseverance, and consistent 
achievement of excellence 
should inspire us all.
This August, expect Al 
Mead to avenge his second 
place finish in Barcelona and 
win his second gold medal in 
three Paralympics. But for 
now, let us hope he will settle 
for a spot in The Maroon Tiger 
Hall of Fame.
Hawks vs. Bullets. Thursday, April 4th at 7:30 p.m. It’s College Night sponsored by Pizza Hut 
as the Hawks take on Juwan Howard and the Washington Bullets. Followed by a free post-game concert sponsored 
by Hot 97 featuring the music of D.J. Kool. All college students get any ticket $25 and under for half price. Just show 
your college I.D. at The Omni ticket window after 6:00 p.m. game day. Hawks .
(Limit 4 tickets per I.D.) For other tickets, call TicketMaster. HOT'^1.5 '"Hilt
T'S TIME TO PLAY
...........................................................................................
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Big John in the Big Apple
By Richard N. Hayes 
Sports Editor
Latest rumor out of New 
York has Georgetown 
University Head Basketball 
Coach John Thompson leaving 
the nation's capital for the 
media capital. Big John in the 
Big Apple may seem a little 
far-fetched, but examine these 
points.
Don Nelson was fired 
because of his inability to get 
along with his players, most 
notably Patrick Ewing. It did 
not help that Nellie build 
strong player/coach ties when 
he stated that Ewing was no 
longer physically capable to 
carry the Knickerbockers to a 
title.
Thompson, for obvious 
reasons, will not have that 
problem. He continues to play 
a mentor role with Patrick and 
may even reinvigorate the 
aging center's career.
The New York media, as 
well as the Knicks themselves, 
often complained about 
Nellie's passive coaching style 
and relaxed practice rituals. 
The perception around the 
league is that the team has 
grown soft and no longer has 
the defensive intensity that 
made them such a force in the 
Eastern Conference. But no 
college coach has consistently 
taught defense better than 
Thompson. His teams hustle, 
play passing lanes, rebound 
and apply full court pressure 
as well as anyone. Even 
during Joey Brown's eight- 
year career, defense kept the 
Hoyas in games.
Also, take a close look at 
the free agent market. Two of 
the prize catches are Miami's 
Alonzo Mourning and 
Denver's Dikembe Mutombo. 
The Knicks have sufficiently
NBA Beat: Of Rats and Men
By C. Reynard Hardiman 
Sports Columnist
Dennis Rodman
seemingly has done it once 
again. Once you think that he 
has changed into a mature, 
decent human being, he gives 
you the same childish image 
that he has projected over the 
last couple of years. With his 
other unorthodox antics with 
the San Antonio Spurs, I knew 
that this new facade that he 
was sporting with the Bulls 
would wear off sooner or later. 
Since the unmasking has 
shown the ugly monster, 
Dennis Rodman's B-Boy 
attitude has now tarnished this
dumped salaries to make a run 
at either of them, and with 
Thompson at the helm, will 
snag at least one of them. I am
Photo Courtesy of Georgetown University
Thompson, a legend at Georgetown, maybe 
leaving for a reunion in New York with one 
of his favorite sons, Pat Ewing.
sure Spike will take a front-line 
of either Oakley-Ewing- 
Mutombo or Oakley-Ewing- 
Mourning. Bring Mace off the 
bench, and the Knicks might 
be back in business.
Then there is the Iverson 
factor. If Thompson goes, the 
collegiate career of Allen 
Iverson is effectively over. 
Then look for Knicks GM, 
Dave Checketts, to offer 
everything short of the Statue 
of Liberty in an attempt to 
move up on draft day. Keep 
in mind, that despite his public 
desire to retire in New York, 
Derek Harper has no contract 
extension. Also, the rookie 
salary cap should allow New
"new" image.
First, he has obviously
damaged his own credibility 
to prove that he can control his 
temper. This season, we began 
to see the revamping of a wild 
Dennis Rodman into a fan 
favorite. He would laugh and 
kid when he was fouled, 
instead of going off and acting 
like a kid; also, he would give 
his jersey to some fan, as a 
momento of coming to see him 
play the game. In addition, we 
actually witnessed Rodman 
play basketball, and do it 
pretty damn well night after 
night. However, this image is 
now tarnished.
It is tarnished because he
York to sign one high-priced 
free agent while still having 
the freedom to ink Iverson. 
John Starks and J.R. Reid are 
expendable, and 
could be packaged in 
any type of deal to 
push the Knicks into 
a proper drafting 
position. I am more 
than certain that Big 
John could get Elgin 
Baylor or Willis Reed 
to "help a brother 
out!"
Now Spike, you 
could have Iverson 




an inside presence 
and Hubert Davis 
can just spot up and 
bust double teams. 
Davis, who if he 
cannot do much else, 
can shoot. Oakley is 
just the type of 
enforcer Thompson 
adores, and you 
bring Mason off the 
pine. Furthermore, 
even if you cannot 
get Iverson, you can skillfully 
negotiate the cap, because 
there is the ever-lingering 
rumor that Reggie Miller is 
dying to play in the Garden. 
(Can you say dump Harper's 
salary and let Charlie play?)
John Thompson has 
arguably done more than any 
other man to create 
opportunities for African 
Americans in the NCAA. 
More importantly, he has been 
a father to his players and a 
great leader and teacher. 
Personally, I would like to see 
Big John get his shot in the 
Garden. I only hope he is 
prepared for the off-court 
press.
hit an official of the league. 
Then, instead of standing up 
and accepting his punishment 
like a man, he stated, after the 
game with New Jersey, that he 
wanted to talk to David Stern 
and other league officals about 
how they were picking on him 
and trying to remove him from 
the league.
To top that off, he accused 
the league of looking over all 
the antics of Charles Barkley 
— who spit on a fan and cursed 
out a lot of referees — to make 
his situation look trivial. 
However, what Dennis failed 
to realize is that Barkley has 
been suspended and fined 
many times for his actions.
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By talking trash to the 
NBA and the media, he put the 
blame on other people and did 
not stand up and say "I was 
wrong." Only two days after 
the incident did he really take 
accountability for his actions, 
where he stated that the 
assault on the referee was 
wrong, but blown out of 
proportion.
Has Rodman hurt the 
Bulls? With Scottie Pippen 
hampered by a back injury, the 
Bulls were really counting on 
Rodman to take up the slack 
during the rest of the season. 
With one of their main 
offensive weapons off the 
floor, Michael Jordan has to 
depend on the Bulls' bench.




The Live Audition Line 
900-654-9744 
($2.00 per minute)
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a successful demo package, 
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The players that Coach 
Phil Jackson have selected to 
play in Rodman's position are 
Dave Wennington and their 
newest addition, John Salley. 
It seems that these 
substitutions are working. 
Salley, Wennington, and the 
usual Jordan theatrics gave the 
Bulls a twenty-point victory 
over the New York Knicks on 
March 20.
Although the Bulls are 
likely to get along fine without 
their leading rebounder, the 
question still remains: Will he 
learn to act like an adult 
instead of a child? With 
Rodman, as we have come to 
know him, time can only tell.
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A Menace to Morehouse
My brothers and I toiled in the fields
Of community help and concern
We applied the ideals of Mays and the March 
To an education we earned.
In the midst of our progress, word got around 
That one of our men had been shot 
He went to the store and came back on a stretcher 
Bearing a wet, red spot.
From the killing fields to the big "House" I went 
Since safety and service we lacked 
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Elation, when I bestow animation to clutters of letters 
Substance embedded drowns drones like the Mediterranean 
Shatter craniums with stanzas that mutate like uranium
Cultivate lyrical seeds that grow wild like geraniums 
Sleepers get embandaged but I still manage to cram 
Subliminal references in the cipher, but my folks could give a damn 
Sacrificial lambs
When the third optics safety-pinned shut, unsuspecting with no attention span 
Nothing sticks on the mind, slick like Pam spray on teflon pans 
Hope dissolves in this melting pot 
My ink blots circulate through your body like heroine shots 
Disturbing like crebral blood clots 
As the plot thickens
Sickening is our state of affairs 
As new orders get placed, the proposed plan becomes more graphic 
Forced only to surface at night like roaches in gridlock traffic.
Surely they will make haste and act!
So I walked to the back of the great 
Morehouse
And rapped my hand on its doors 
I secretly sought my House brother 
When he was busy performing his chores.
"Black man," said I "what must WE do 
To keep our brothers alive?"
"Bruhman," he said "return to your duties,
Security will oversee our tribe."
So off I went when not quite far,
I heard the disturbing news 
Two of our brothers caught two more slugs;
Security must have taken a snooze.
Returning to the House, I thought of Mays 
Saying "Not failure, but low aim is sin."
I asked if our low aim in correcting the 
problem
Would lead to another life's end.
The brother in the doorway sarcastically 
asked me
As to what we should do 
To assist our brothers in avoiding 
What local tensions might ensue.
From proper attire to well-lit streets,




" Afrikans Ain't 
Scared of Revolution"
Niggas is scared of revolution, Afrikans ain't 
We can throw our Afrikan parties, and consider 
it quite quaint
But before we get down, boogie-oogie, and 
dance
Remember our enemies are plotting, so we won't 
get no second chance 
Afrikans ain't scared of revolution 
Niggas run 'round tryin to find a better solution 
Whether in the bottom of a bottle, or the curve 
of any woman's hips
Whether accepting the word "nigger," or callin' 
themselves crips
Afrikans ain't scared of revolution, but niggas 
have always been
If in revolution I decide to kill, so be it, that ain't 
no sin
Lots of niggas and Afrikans is scared to die 
But if questioned, most niggas wouldn't even 
know why
Why do they prefer to live as the downtrodden 
of the earth
I contend its because they don't understand their 
own self-worth
Whether you're an Afrikan or a nigga, I don't 
need to know
But when revolution has come, will you be afraid 
to go?
by Chioke Murray
by The Brown Hornet
And of pressuring Security to do their jobs
Since our tuition paid for their fare.
We both agreed to do our part
In halting this senseless bloodshed
I didn't go too far into the fields
When word got around that a brother was dead.
Fed-up and angered, I returned to the House,
Hoping my brother would side
With me by calling our brothers together
In an effort to change the tide
The brother came out, with his lips in a pout
Like a slave with a mentality to match,
He said we must break off our friendship
Because it seems we've become too attached.
Before he shut the door in my face, he told me "Niggro, please...
Leave us alone with these sad sob stories, we's tryin' to get our degrees!!"
by El-Mahdi Haile
